
LET’S GET STARTED!

reach your full academic and personal potential 
and become a well-balanced citizen.

WELCOME!
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to the 2017-2018 school year!

Are you 
prepared for

Aug 16?
- registration hub information -

- physicals and immunizations requirements -
(must be complete before the first day of school)

- a letter from your principal and superintendent -

- Back to School (Heat) Schedule -

- school supply lists -

- resources for families and students -

- school event calendar -

                                      - and MORE! -

Look inside for:



Welcome from Superintendent Kherat
Hello!

I hope you and your family are enjoying the summer and our stu-
dents’ time away from school! I also hope you are carving out at least 
30 minutes each day to enjoy some reading, which will in turn help 
your child increase their academic success as we approach the new 
school year.

The start of school is always an exciting time for students, staff and 
families. This school year, we have several things to look forward to 
as our students return to the classroom on Wednesday, August 16th.

Back to School Schedule (early dismissal through Labor Day) – 
Each fall, we always seem to struggle with the heat as we transition 

back to school. While our taxpayers voted last November to assist us with facility needs, including upgrades 
to our HVAC systems which will eventually lead to all schools being air-conditioned, we still have several 
buildings that are awaiting their scheduled projects. While thus far, it has been somewhat a mild summer, 
we know our buildings always seem to be the hottest by mid-August, making it hard to concentrate on  
learning for some students. We also recognize our staff have needs for professional development that we 
often cannot fit in at the beginning of the year. Ideally, many trainings and staff meetings would occur sooner 
than later so that teachers can use what they learn, and implement with students for the entire school year. 

Starting August 16th through the Labor Day holiday this school year, we will implement a “back to school 
schedule” which will allow us to have shortened days with students. This will hopefully allow our students 
some reprieve from the heat and also allow our staff to meet in air-conditioned spaces after dismissal to 
participate in pre-planned professional development activities. 

Starting the first day of school (August 16), all students will be dismissed one hour early. 
 • Students attending a tier 1 (7:30 – 2:30) school will dismiss at 1:30
 • Students attending a tier 2 (8:30 – 3:30) school will dismiss at 2:30. 

This schedule will continue through September 1st. Starting Tuesday, September 5th, regular schedules 
will resume and parents will be notified in advance on a day-by-day basis if hot weather requires a  
continued heat schedule. During the back to school schedule, coaches and school staff will  
communicate schedules for athletics and after-school activities.

It is important that parents help us pay close attention to attendance throughout the school year, but  
especially during this shortened school day. To be counted present for a full day, students will not be able 
to miss any time or periods throughout the school day. The State of Illinois requires 300 minutes of  
instructional time to be counted for a full day of school. Please help make sure your student is at school 
on time, every day, read to learn!

K-8 Visits to Peoria Riverfront Museum – This summer, we joined the Peoria Riverfront Museum for a 
special announcement that will positively impact learning for every K-8 student in our district. Thanks to a 
generous donation from the Barton Family Foundation, all of our K-8 students will have the chance to visit 
the museum at no cost to the district during one school day each year for at least the next five years. Our 
curriculum team is working to closely align each school and grade level visit with the curriculum that is  
being taught in the classroom, so that the experience will take what students are learning to the next level. 



Handbook/Calendar – We are currently working to finish publication of our annual district handbook/ 
calendar that we provide students and staff at the beginning of the school year. In the next few weeks, you 
should be receiving it via mail. Please use the school event calendar in this packet created by your principal to 
mark important school dates in the handbook/calendar once you receive it. The publication is an important  
resource to help you be aware of events in our district and at your child’s school, as well as our primary source 
for communicating our district policies and procedures.

In this packet, you will find many helpful tools and a lot of information to help you prepare for the upcoming 
school year.  With your help and involvement, we will continue to grow our students and our district. As you 
know, our strategic plan focuses on five pillars:

       1. High Standards, Rigorous College and Career Curricula, and Engaged and Relevant Experiences
 2. Systems of Support
 3. Committed and Effective Leaders, Teachers, Staff, and Student
 4. Engaging Families and Communities
 5. Financial Stewardship and Operational Excellence

Last year, our District moved to a first day compliance policy for physicals and immunizations. This  
traditionally impacts students who are new the district, our incoming kindergarteners, sixth graders, ninth 
graders and 12th graders. As we transitioned to this policy, we saw many positive results. In 2015, we had 
nearly 700 students not able to attend school during the middle of the semester on October 15th, the  
previous deadline for physicals and immunizations. In 2016, we only had 468 students miss the first day of 
school because of medical non-compliance. This spring and summer, our school nurses have been working 
extra hard to make contact with families of non-compliant students so that appointments can be made and 
students prepared to be at school on August 16th. If your child is due for a physical or immunization, please 
make your doctor appointment as soon as possible or visit our registration hubs to receive these services. 
Again, if your child is entering kindergarten, sixth, ninth or 12th grade, or is a new student from out of State, 
he or she will need a physical, dental exam and/or immunizations before they can attend school.

Our back to school calendar events begin on July 24th with online registration opening in Family Access for 
families of returning students who have not moved. 

On Tuesday, July 25th our first registration hub is planned. All dates and times are listed below and there is 
also a flyer in this packet for you to tear out and put on your refrigerator as a reminder.

• Tuesday, July 25 / 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. at Richwoods High, Peoria High,  
Manual Academy and Glen Oak Learning Center

• Thursday, July 27 / 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. at Richwoods High, Peoria High,  
Manual Academy and Glen Oak Learning Center

• Saturday, July 29 / 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Dream Center Peoria (Backpack Peoria)
• Wednesday, August 2 / 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. at Richwoods High, Peoria High,  

Manual Academy and Glen Oak Learning Center
• Saturday, August 5 / 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Richwoods High, Peoria High,  

Manual Academy and Glen Oak Learning Center

You will want to stop at one of these locations on one of the hub days if you are attending any of the  
27 Peoria Public Schools during the upcoming school year and:

• Need help with your username or password for online registration (returning students only)
• Need to turn in physical, immunization or other medical paperwork so that your child is compliant on 

the first day of school.
• Need a physical, immunization or dental exam for your child. 
• Need a translator to assist in the registration process.
• Need to register a new student or update your records if you have moved.



It is important that every child attend every class, every day with the exception of sickness and illness and 
they begin with the first day of school, August 16th! To ensure that our students have the full opportunity to 
learn and stay engaged throughout the year, it is imperative that they be in class when school is in session. 
Our primary and middle schools made great progress last year in getting closer to our 95% goal. We will be 
working hard with all grade levels this year, especially our high schools, to increase student attendance, and 
ultimately student achievement.

Finally, as parents, we need you to be involved not only in making sure your child gets to school on time 
every day. Last year, we were able to launch a PTO in every school, but there is still a lot of work to do to 
keep these organizations running to support our schools. Please consider attending and participating in PTO 
activities. If PTO dates are not included in the school event calendar in this packet, make sure you get a copy 
of the schedule from your child’s school.

With your help, I look forward to the start of a great school year on August 16, 2017!  Remember, we will 
release one hour early between August 16 and September 1 for our Back to School Schedule.

Enjoy the rest of your summer!

Sincerely,

Sharon Desmoulin-Kherat, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Free Breakfast/Lunch
Dear Parent or Guardian:

We are pleased to inform you that Peoria Public Schools will continue operating the Community 
Eligibility Provision (CEP) for School Year 2017-2018 at all schools, except Richwoods High School. 
This program operates under the National School Lunch and National School Breakfast Programs 
and requires participating schools and Districts to meet certain criteria so that reimbursement can be 
made to the District.  

Schools that participate in the CEP are able to provide healthy breakfasts and lunches each day at 
no charge for ALL students enrolled in that CEP school during the 2017-2018 School Year. However, 
parents/guardians must still complete a form if they wish to be considered for textbook and other fee 
waivers. The waiver form (just like the Free/Reduced Lunch form for RHS students) can be  
downloaded during online registration or picked up from any school.

If we can be of any further assistance, please contact your child’s school or call our District’s Food 
Service Department at (309) 282-3330.

Sincerely,

Michael McKenzie
Comptroller



What is needed to register my child for school?
1. Proof of address (2 forms)
2. Official Birth Certificate (new students only)
3. Payment/Medical Card for medical services
4. All other forms can be completed at hub sites!

Is my family required to visit a registration hub?
All families are welcome. However, returning families can register children at 
home by logging on to Skyward Family Access. If immunizations are required 
for returning students, families can visit any hub to turn in paperwork or to 
use the health services that will be provided. If a family has not been able to 
prove residency in the past, they must visit a hub to show proof of address or 
complete additional paperwork.

Why is Peoria Public Schools holding registration days at hub lo-
cations, rather than each individual school?
To assist families with our first day compliance requirement, Peoria Public 
Schools is expanding registration event offerings to longer days, additional 
dates and expansion of services. Visit any one of the four student registration 
hubs listed above to enroll your child in school, verify his/her compliance with 
physicals and immunizations and access medical services. These dates and 
times replace student registration dates at all other individual Peoria Public 
Schools. 

2017-2018 Student Enrollment Events 
Mark your calendar now and visit us at Manual Academy, Peoria High School, 
Richwoods High School, and/or Glen Oak Learning Center. Backpack Peoria will 
also be a site for one day only!
• Tues., 7/25/17 from 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. (all four school hubs)
• Thurs., 7/27/17 from 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. (all four school hubs)
• Sat., 7/29/17 from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. (Backpack Peoria Event Only)
• Wed., 8/2/17 from 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. (all four school hubs)
• Sat., 8/5/17 from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. (all four school hubs)

1st Day Compliance for physicals and immunizations is required!  
Visit www.peoriapublicschools.org/enrollment to find the documents in this back to 
school booklet as well as additional information!

Manual Academy 
811 S Griswold St, Peoria, IL 61605

Held in Library and WorkForce Network 
area. Enter through front of building.

Health services on site through 
UnityPoint In-School Health

Heartland Clinic will also be at hub to 
make same day or future appointments 
at a community clinic site.

Dental services available.

Translation services available.

Peoria High School
1615 N North St, Peoria, IL 61604

Held in Northeast side of building on 
main level. Park in pool parking lot 
and enter in side door to go upstairs 
to school clinic.

Health services on site through  
UnityPoint In-School Health.

Dental services available.

Heartland Clinic will also be at hub 
to make same day or future appoint-
ments at a community clinic site.

Richwoods High School
6301 N University St, Peoria, IL 61614

Held in library. Enter through front 
doors.

No health services available.

Heartland Clinic will be at hub to 
make same day or future appoint-
ments at a community clinic site.

Glen Oak Learning Ctr. 
2100 N Wisconsin Ave, Peoria, IL 61603

Held in Southwest side of  
building. Park on south side and 
enter through side door.

Heartland Clinic will also be at hub  
to make same day or future  
appointments at a community clinic 
site. Shuttle bus available to  
Wisconsin Ave. Heartland Clinic.

Dental services available.

Translation services available.

Backpack Peoria 
Dream Center Peoria  
714 Hamilton Blvd, Peoria, IL 61603

Live DJ, Food, Games, Expo Hall, Meet 
your Principal, Register for School,  
Dental and Physical Exams, and  
Backpacks!



SCHOOL START AND END TIMES FOR 2017-2018
Primary Schools (including Valeska, all K-4 schools, K-6 schools, & Developmental Center)
• Start – 8:30 a.m. 
• End – 3:30 p.m.

Middle and High Schools (includes all K-8 schools, 5-8 middle schools and all high schools)
• Start – 7:30 a.m.
• End – 2:30 p.m.

SCHOOL UNIFORMS FOR 2017-2018
Students from every school must wear black, navy blue or khaki pants/skirts/jumpers/shorts. Shirt 
colors vary among schools; however navy blue will be used district-wide. Shirt choices for each 
school are: 

Calvin Coolidge – Navy, light blue, red, grey, kelly green, black, or white
Charter Oak – Navy, red or white
Franklin – Navy, red, white, black or light blue
Glen Oak – Navy, white, red, black or light blue
Harrison – Kindergarten: red; First Grade: royal blue; Second Grade: hunter green;  
      Third Grade: navy blue; Fourth Grade: orange; Fifth Grade: maroon; Sixth Grade: light blue; 
Hines – Navy, Light Blue, Red, White, Yellow or Green
Jamieson – Navy, red, white or light blue 
Kellar – Navy, light blue, white or hunter green
Lincoln – Kindergarten: red; First Grade: royal blue; Second Grade: hunter green; 
                Third Grade: navy blue; Fourth Grade: orange; Fifth Grade: maroon; Sixth Grade: light blue; 
Seventh Grade: Gold; Eighth: Black 
Lindbergh – Navy, white, hunter green or light blue
Manual (Middle School) –Navy, white, black or orange
Mark Bills – Navy, white, black or light blue
Northmoor – Navy, red, white or light blue
Rolling Acres – Navy, white, or red
Roosevelt Magnet – Navy, red, white, black or orange
Sterling – Navy, white or black
Thomas Jefferson – Navy, white or red
Trewyn – Navy, red or black
Von Steuben – Navy, white, black or light blue
Washington – Navy, yellow, white or royal blue
Whittier – Navy, white, hunter green or light blue
Woodrow Wilson – Navy, red, white, royal or light blue

**HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO WEAR A UNIFORM, HOWEVER MUST 
FOLLOW THE SCHOOL DRESS CODE AS DEFINED IN THE DISTRICT’S STUDENT HANDBOOK.

“Need to Know” Back to School Info.

*2:30 p.m. dismissal for “Back to School Schedule” Aug. 16 - Sept. 1
  for all 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. school schedules.

*1:30 p.m. dismissal for “Back to School Schedule” Aug. 16 - Sept. 1
  for all 7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. school schedules.



HEALTH REQUIREMENTS
On January 25, 2016, the Board of Education approved an update to Board Policy 7:100, requiring 
physical and immunization compliance by the first day of school. Students not in compliance by the 
first day of school for the 2017-2018 school year (July 18, 2017 for Valeska & Knoxville Center / 
August 16, 2017 for all other District schools), will not be allowed to start the school year until all 
health documentation requirements are met. Families are strongly encouraged to schedule health 
appointments now, so that documentation can be prepared and turned in to your school, avoiding first 
day compliance issues.

PRE-KINDERGARTEN: 
• Physical exam – “Dated within one year of the first day of school” 
• Health history (completed and signed by parent/guardian)
• Diabetes Screening Assessment (practitioner report)
• Lead Risk Assessment (proof of blood test is required for students living in high-risk Zip codes 

61602 through 61606) (practitioner report)
• 4 DTaP shots (Diphtheria,Tetanus, Pertussis) 
• 3 Polio shots 
• 1 MMR shot (Measles, Mumps, Rubella) 
• 1 or more Hib shots (Haemophilus influenzae type B) 
• 3 Hepatitis B shots 
• 1 or more Pneumococcal shots
• 1 Varicella (Chicken Pox) shot or proof of having had the disease 

KINDERGARTEN: 
• Physical exam – “Dated within one year of the first day of school” 
• Health history (completed and signed by parent/guardian)
• Diabetes Screening Assessment (practitioner report)
• Lead Risk Assessment (proof of blood test is required for students living in high-risk Zip codes 

61602 through 61606) (practitioner report)
• 4 DTaP (Diphtheria,Tetanus, Pertussis)  shots with last dose at age 4 years or later 
• 3 - 4 Polio shots with last dose at age 4 years or later 
• 2 MMR shots 
• 2 Varicella (Chicken Pox) shots or proof of having had the disease 
• Eye Examination – Due October 15th – “Dated within one year of the first day of school” 
• Dental Examination – Due May 15th - “Dated within 18 months prior to May 15th” (preferred 

with 1st day compliance)

2ND GRADE 
• Dental Examination – Due May 15th – “Dated within 18 months prior to May 15th” 

6TH GRADE: 
• Physical exam – “Dated within one year of the first day of school” 
• Health history (completed and signed by parent/guardian)
• Diabetes Screening Assessment (practitioner report)
• Proof of 1 Meningococcal shot (MCV4) – given at age 10 years or later.
• Proof of 1 Tdap (Adult Tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis) shot – given at age 7 years or later
• Proof of 3 Hepatitis B shots (normally given in infancy – most students are already compliant)
• 2 Varicella (Chicken Pox) shots or proof of having had the disease 
• Dental Examination – Due May 15th – “Dated within 18 months prior to May 15th” (preferred 

with 1st day compliance)



9TH GRADE: 
• Physical exam – “Dated within one year of the first day of school” 
• Health history (completed and signed by parent/guardian)
• Diabetes Screening Assessment (practitioner report)
• 2 Varicella (Chicken Pox) shots or proof of having had the disease 

12TH GRADE: 
• Proof of 2 Meningococcal shots (MCV4) – with second dose given at age 16 years or later.     

*If the first dose of MCV4 was given at age 16 years or later, then only one dose of MCV4 is required.

FOR STUDENTS ENTERING AN ILLINOIS SCHOOL FOR THE FIRST TIME FROM A HOME 
SCHOOLING PROGRAM, OUT OF STATE, OR FROM OUT OF COUNTRY:

• Proof of physical exam (Due within 30 days of school enrollment) – “Dated within one year of 
the first day of school”

• Up-to-date Immunization record (Due within 30 days of school enrollment)
• Grades K-12: Proof of eye exam – due by October 15th – “Dated within one year of the first 

day of school”

FOR STUDENTS TRANSFERRING FROM ANOTHER ILLINOIS SCHOOL DISTRICT:
• Proof of physical exam from last mandated grade level (Due within 30 days of school enrollment)
• Up-to-date immunization record (Due within 30 days of school enrollment) 

 
SCHOOL PHYSICALS - The “school” physical exam form must be completed on the 11/2015 updat-
ed “Certificate of Child Health Examination” form. The health care provider may indicate approval for 
sports for one year on that form. 
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/sites/default/files/forms/certificate-ofchild-health-examination-03032017.pdf

SPORT PHYSICALS - are required annually (valid for 395 days / 1 year plus 1 month) for students 
participating in athletics (including cheerleading and dance). The parent and athlete must complete / 
sign the health history.  The IHSA / IESA sport form is NOT accepted as proof of the “school” physical 
exam.  https://www.ihsa.org/documents/sportsMedicine/2014-15/Pre-participation%20Examination%20041114.pdf
 
MEDICATION AUTHORIZATION - For students to take their medication at school, the District Medi-
cation Authorization form must be completed and turned in to the school office annually.  For inhalers 
only, a Xerox copy of the prescription label on the box substitutes for the health care provider portion 
of the form. 
 
For Epipens, the Illinois Food Allergy Emergency Action Plan and Treatment Authorization substitutes 
for the PPS school form.
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/food_allergy_emer_action_plan.pdf
 
For students with diabetes, the DMMP (Diabetes Medical Management Plan) serves as their insulin / 
glucagon order:
http://www.childrenshospitalofillinois.org/pdfs/specialty-services/pdrc/Diabetes-Medical-Management-Plan-6-2015-Option-2.pdf 
http://www.childrenshospitalofillinois.org/pdfs/specialty-services/pdrc/Diabetes-self-management-skills-part-of-DMMP.pdf 



District Communication
Peoria Public Schools works in a variety of ways to keep families informed about school and district events. 
From phone calls to text messages, websites to emails and e-newsletters to paper packets, we deliver  
important information via your preferred methods of communication.

SKYWARD FAMILY ACCESS
Maintaining open lines of communication between the school and home is vital to achieve the common goal 
of providing the best quality education to every student.  Skyward’s Family Access allows easy, open lines of 
communication between the school and home.  Students and parents can login to view attendance, grades, 
schedules and calendars.  Students can also perform their course selections online.  Family Access is  
available anywhere with an internet connection.

If your student is a current PPS student, and you do not already have a username and password for Family 
Access, contact your child’s school or visit one of our registration hubs. If you are new to Peoria Public 
Schools, you will be granted access to Family Access when you enroll your student at the school.  

Portable access to your student’s information is a great way to stay connected even while on the go. Parents 
can see what class their child is in, or their grade on the latest exam.  Choose between accessing info through 
your wi-fi network, or wirelessly on your handheld device. Skyward Family Mobile Access - Download the 
mobile app that gives you complete access to your student’s information right from your Apple iPhone, iPod 
Touch, iPad or Android device.  

PARENTLINK MESSAGING
Peoria Public Schools utilizes Parentlink to send phone, email, text and social media messages to parents 
concerning important announcements, attendance information and upcoming events. Attendance phone calls 
are made automatically each day based on the attendance record entered by the teacher or school. The  
Peoria Public Schools Mobile App (see below) allows families to choose what communication method and 
contact is easiest for us to reach you. There is also a toll-free number at the end of each message that allows 
you to opt-out of text or phone calls.

DISTRICT AND SCHOOL WEBSITES
You can access information, board policies, calendar events, district and school news and information from 
your child’s teacher by visiting our district and school websites. Just open your browser and visit  
www.peoriapublicschools.org. You can also add “/<schoolname>”  
(for example, www.peoriapublicschools.org/sterling) to go directly to your child’s school website.

SCHOOL LOCATOR (NEW!)
Parents and community members have asked and our new School Locator tool on the district website now 
delivers! Visit www.peoriapublicschools.org and click on “school locator” under our site shortcuts to see a 
boundary map for each school. This tool is helpful in finding what school(s) your address is assigned to, or 
helping you choose a new home in your desired school’s boundaries.



PEACHJAR
School-approved e-flyers will keep parents informed about upcoming school activities, 
programs, and events, as well as community events for students. In addition, students’ 
backpacks will be a little bit lighter! If parents do not have an email on file in Skyward 
Family Access, we would encourage you to stop by the office or go online to add an 
email contact so that you receive our emails (You will also receive Remarkable Times each week, as well)! Par-
ents will receive a welcome email from the service provider, Peachjar, that includes a username and password. 
To ensure smooth delivery of this communication, please add “school@peachjar.com” to your email contacts.
 
In addition to receiving school e-flyers in your email, parents can also access all approved flyers by clicking on 
the Peachjar logo on your school’s website, which will direct you to that school’s Peachjar page.

REMARKABLE TIMES E-NEWSLETTER
The District’s weekly e-newsletter, Remarkable Times, is emailed to all parents. 
It is also emailed to members of our community who sign-up for district email 
alerts. Each newsletter features a letter from the Superintendent, district news 
and headlines, and a summary of recent headlines from each school’s website. You can find an archive of 
all previous issues and a sign-up link for those wishing to receive phone or email updates from the district, by 
visiting www.peoriapublicschools.org/remarkabletimes.

PEORIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS MOBILE APP
By downloading the Peoria Public Schools Mobile App, you’ll have access to all systems 
in one location! By logging in with your Family Access credentials under “student info,” 
you can see your child’s grades and attendance information, what news and events 
are on the District and school websites, look at flyers sent to parents via Peachjar, get 
your child’s bus time and location from our Transportation Department, log into Skyward 
Family Access, find out what books your child has checked out from the library, find the 
balance due for the cafeteria and more! You can also look up the school phone number, 
attendance office contacts, and provide feedback or safety concerns through the Tip 
Line! The QR code to the right will take you to the App store to download this tool or you can search for  
“Peoria Public Schools 150”!

BUS BULLETIN
The Transportation Department at Peoria Public Schools is using Bus Bulletin 
notification system to notify parents and students when there are bus delays 
and schedule changes. Messaging is specific to your child’s bus. Unlike  
Parentink, this service requires bus riders’ families to sign up for this service. To enroll with this no-charge  
service, parents can visit www.busbulletin.com/parents or call 309-693-4418 to be assisted through the  
process. During sign-up, parents can choose to be contacted via text messaging, phone calls, and/or emails.

HANDBOOK/CALENDAR
The annual handbook/calendar provides a district-wide calendar of events that is helpful to keep at work or 
home. It also includes summaries of often-requested policies and procedures and contact information for 
School Board members and District departments. This year, the handbook/calendar will be mailed to each 
family before the end of July so you can begin using the calendar in August prior to the start of the school year. 
Additional copies may be available at each school or at the District office.

MONTHLY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
Each school sends home at minimum a monthly school newsletter. The newsletter is sent home with students and 
also available in the school’s office. The headlines and information should also be available on the school’s website.



District Transportation
District transportation is offered to students who live beyond 1.5 miles from the school assigned to his/
her address and also to students identified as living across a State-approved hazard. Bus stops may not 
necessarily be at the front door of the facility, but may be at the closest, safest, stop. An authorized adult or 
staff member must be present at the bus stop to receive all pre-kindergarten and special needs students. 

The decision to approve or deny an alternative pick-up and/or drop off location will be at the discretion of 
the Director of Transportation. Below are some of the guidelines used by the District’s Transportation staff:
District transportation is provided to and from day care facilities if:
1) Facility is within the student’s school attendance boundary and
2) The student’s home address is outside the 1.5 mile ineligible boundary from the school.

Pay transportation is available to and from the day care facility if:
1) A school bus is already in the area of the day care facility,
2) Facility is within school attendance boundary,
3) The student’s home address is inside the 1.5 mile ineligible boundary, and
4) Fee of $150.00/student per year is paid.

Q: I will be at work when my child is released from school so my child has a babysitter. Can he/she ride 
the bus to the babysitter’s home/business after school?  
A: Yes, as long as the babysitter’s address is located within the school’s attendance area. 

Q: I have to be at work before my child leaves for school so I transport my student to a babysitter in the 
morning. Can he/she be picked up from the babysitter by the bus to school?  
A: Yes, as long as the babysitter’s address is located within the school’s attendance area. 

Q: As a parent, how do I determine which daycare providers are eligible to be a bus stop?  
A: The daycare provider needs to be within the attendance area of the school and outside the school’s 
ineligibility area. 

Q: Who would I contact to check if a daycare/babysitter’s location is eligible for a bus?  
A: Contact the transportation department at (309) 693-4418 and ask for a supervisor. 

Q: The daycare provider/babysitter I want to use is NOT in the attendance area of the school. Will any 
exceptions be made to have my student transported by school bus?  
A: The daycare/babysitter must be within the attendance area of the school, however special  
circumstances may exist that would allow the transportation department to grant this request. Special 
circumstances could be a bus already in the area requested, or services being provided by the daycare 
facility to a student with special needs. The approval or denial of transportation to or from an alternative 
pick-up or drop off location is subject to the discretion of the Director of Transportation. 

Q: The daycare provider/babysitter I want to use is NOT in the attendance area of the school. Can I pay 
for transportation to and/or from this location?  
A: No. Pay transportation only applies to families living within the 1.5 mile ineligibility area from the school. 

Q: Is it possible to move my child to a different school that covers the attendance area that my child’s daycare is in? 
A: Students are not able to transfer schools due to childcare conflicts. However, a family may apply for a 
boundary waiver placement in the spring for the following school year. Visit www.peoriapublicschools.org/choice 
for more information. Boundary waiver students will NOT receive transportation.



If your child is not eligible for District transportation, Peoria Public Schools Transportation and School 
Safety Departments work together to ensure the safety of all students who do not ride the bus, whether 
they get a ride from a parent or friend, walk or ride their bicycle to school. We have identified safe routes to 
school for many of our buildings. If your child’s school has a safe routes map, you can find it in the school 
section of this packet or by visiting www.peoriapublicschools.org/enrollment. Below are also some tips for 
parents to help their child arrive safely to school each day.

Walk the route to and from school with your child
• Be sure your child knows the way
• Talk about safety as you walk

Discourage shortcuts
• Alleys can be dangerous
• Cutting across private property may upset some residents

As often as possible, dress your child in brightly colored clothing
• This makes your child more visible to motorists
• This may be a coat or book bag/backpack

Try the buddy system
• Identify classmates in your vicinity
• Consider making walking together a habit

Allow extra time for the walk to school
• Stress the importance of arriving at school on time
• Add time for occasions of inclement weather

Establish the return to home “window”
• Make clear your expectations as to when he/she should return home each day
• Stress communication concerning days when extracurricular activities may delay arrival

Consistently update the emergency contact list at your child’s school
• Always important for many reasons
• Contact numbers can change, and the school needs these updates in the event of an emergency

PPS Campus Safety      PPS Transportation
Phone: 682-6855     Phone: 693-4418 
2100 N. Wisconsin Ave. Peoria, IL. 61603  1525 W. Northmoor Rd. Peoria, IL. 61614

A McKinney-Vento child is one who lacks a “fixed”, regular and adequate nighttime place of abode.”  
In general, children or youth living in welfare hotels, transitional housing, shelters, the streets, cars, 
abandoned buildings, and other inadequate accommodations are considered eligible for  
McKinney-Vento services. This includes the following groups:

• Children in Shelters
• Doubled-up Children – living with another family due to lack of a permanent residence
• Migratory Children – if accommodations are not fit for habitation 
• Runaways – children who have run away from home and live in a shelter or inadequate  
  accomodations, even if parents are willing to provide a home
• Throwaways – children whose parents or guardians will not permit them to live at home 

If you or someone you know needs more information or support services related to  
McKinney-Vento, contact Peoria Public School’s McKinney-Vento district liaison, at 672-6748.

McKinney-Vento Children – Who are they?



District Resources for Students & Parents
Compass Learning is tailored for your student! The Compass Learning 
program guides your students through lessons based on their test scores 
and designed to strengthen their classroom work. It helps your student 

improve areas of weakness and build on their strengths to move ahead of the pack.

Every Peoria Public School currently has access to Compass Learning.  You can access Compass  
Learning through your home computer and public library computers. Compass Learning is a great tool for 
students to use over the summer or throughout the year!

Visit your school’s website to learn about other opportunities available to students. Some schools 
may be moving to a different platform with the start of the new school year!

Career Cruising is a self-guided exploration and planning program that 
helps students achieve their potential in school, career and life. Every  
Peoria Public School student in grades 6 - 12 has access to Career 

Cruising at school and at home. 

Career Cruising helps students bring their plans to life!  So many factors can help determine your child’s 
path. Choosing extracurricular activities, pursuing volunteer, community service opportunities or part-time 
employment options can all have an impact on your child’s future. With Career Cruising, you and your  
student have a one-stop source for college and career planning. Smart career planning starts early with tools 
to build self-awareness. Through Career Cruising students learn about themselves—their interests, skills, 
preferences and aspirations—so they can explore the opportunities right for them. 

Career Cruising will help your student generate an Individualized Learning Plan (ILP).  The ILP will help students:
• Identify interests and skills.
• Formulate academic goals, so students are taking the high school classes they really need.
• Explore career areas, including an extensive video library of professionals from a wide-range of fields.
• Create and maintain a portfolio of achievements and participation to use in college and career planning.

Parents -- you are a vital part of the planning process! Your student wants your input and feedback as they 
explore careers and education options. The Career Cruising Parent Portal gives you the tools to guide your 
student on the road to successful post-high school education and career.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS - GET MATCHED TO CAREERS AND EXPLORE LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES! 
That’s right, as a Peoria Public Schools family you have access to Career Cruising GP, which can help your 
student identify their careers of best-fit, as well as internship and job opportunities at local companies!

Here’s how you can access Career Cruising:
1. Visit  CareerCruising.com
2. Enter your student’s login information:

a. Login: PSD150-(6 digit student ID)
b. Password: (8 digit birthday MMDDYYYY)

3. Once logged in, click on the ‘Assessments’ tab at the top of the page to take the Career Matchmaker,
4. Or, click on the ‘Career Cruising GP’ tab to check out the database of companies and activities available 

to your student!
5. For more information on how to access the Career Cruising parent portal, as well as other career- 

development opportunities in our region, visit gppathways.org



You can bring your student to apply for a card 
at any Registration Hub or Peoria Public Library location:

Main Library
107 NE Monroe
309-497-2000
Closed Sunday

Lincoln Branch
1312 W Lincoln
309-497-2600
Closed Wednesday

Lakeview Branch
1137 W Lake
309-497-2200
Closed Thursday

McClure Branch
315 W McClure
309-497-2700
Closed Sunday

North Branch
3001 W Grand Parkway
309-497-2100
Closed Tuesday

YourMost Important
School Supply

A Peoria 
Public Library Card!

Peoria Public Library

Bring a photo ID with your 
current address or your ID 
and a piece of mail with 
current address.

Questions? Call 309-497-2000   www.peoriapubliclibrary.org

Your library card will open the door to online services like Brainfuse Homework Help, 
research sources, language learning, and much more all from home.  Come to the library 
and use public computers with your card or check out books, movies and music.

Every student attending Peoria 
Public Schools is eligible for a free 
library card, even if you do not 
live within the City of Peoria.



Registering Via Family Access
Below are the instructions you will need if you choose to participate in “Online Enrollment Verification” for 
your returning student. Please note that some documents may still need to be turned in to your child’s 
school in person prior to the beginning of the school year. Parents/guardians may visit a registration hub 
site to receive assistance with this process. The steps below should be similar to what you will experience, 
however may vary slightly depending on your child’s age, school and the possibility of slight changes to 
the process as the online registration window approaches.

1. Open up your internet, and go to: 
www.peoriapublicschools.org. 

Then click on the Family Access icon.

2. Enter in your Login and Password. Then click on 
‘Sign In.’ 

*If you do not know your login information, please contact the 
Accountability and Research Department at 309-672-6761.

If you know your login ID but forgot your password, you may 
click on “Forgot your Login/Password?” and completing the 
steps will send an email to the email address you last had on 
file with the District to force a password reset.

3. Click on the ‘Go to Online Enrollment 
Verification for ___________________’ 
(where blank is your child’s name.)
a. Click on Enrollment Verification for Returning 

Families.  If you have more than child returning to 
Peoria Public Schools, they will all show up.  You 
will have to complete the registration process for 
each.

b. Click on your child’s name to begin registration. 4. Click on Student Information in the right-hand 
column.

a. Verify that the information on the screen is correct.
b. Select your choice for the fields in the “Allow Publi-

cation of Student’s Name for:” section.
c. Click on Complete Step 1a Only and move on to 

the next step.

Note:  Every time you click on the Complete Step 
button, a green check mark will appear by that step in 
the right-hand column.  All required steps must have 
green check marks by them in order to complete 
online registration.



5. Click on Family Address in the right-hand 
column.
a. Verify the information on the screen.  If your 

address is incorrect, please provide 2 proof 
of address to registration or to your child’s 
school in order to change your address.

b. Click Complete Step 1b Only and move on to 
the next step.

6. Click on Family Information in the right-
hand column.
a. Verify the information on the screen.  If  

information is incorrect, please visit a  
registration hub or contact your child’s school 
after August 1st for instructions on how to 
correct this information.

b. After reviewing, click Complete Step 1c Only 
and move on to the next step.

7. Click on Emergency Information in the 
right-hand column.
a. Verify the information on the screen and  

update any information necessary.
b. Click on Complete Step 1d Only and move on 

to the next step.

8. Click on Emergency Contacts in the right-
hand column.
a. Verify the information on the screen.  Emer-

gency contacts can be added (up to 4), but 
they cannot be deleted. To have an emergen-
cy contact deleted, please contact your child’s 
school after August 1st.

b. Click Complete Step 1e and move on to the 
next step.

9. Click Health Information in the right-hand 
column.
a. Verify the information on the screen and  

update if needed.
b. Click on Complete Step 1f Only and move on 

to the next step.



10. Click on Verify Ethnicity/Race in the 
right-hand column.
a. Click Continue to verify your child’s race and 

ethnicity.
b. Click Complete Step 3 Only and move on to 

the next step.

11. Click on Information Release Form in the 
right-hand column.
a. Click View Full Screen in order to view the 

entire screen. There are multiple information 
releases that you must answer. Each release 
question provides a definition for how the 
information will be used if you select yes. All 
default to ‘yes’ unless you have changed one 
during a previous year.

b. Answer the questions on the screen.
c. Click Complete Step 4 Only and move on to 

the next step.

12. Click on Network User Agreement in the 
right-hand column.
a. If you agree to allow your child to use the 

internet at school, please mark the box next 
to Agree to Internet and type the date in the 
Date field.

b. After you have reviewed the Board Policy (by 
click on Board Policy 6:237), please mark 
the box next to Received Board Policy, type 
your child’s name, and type your name as a 
signature.

c. Click on Complete Step 5 Only and move on 
to the next step.



16. Click on Free/Reduced Meal and Fee 
Waiver Application in the right-hand  
column.
a. Click the Free/Reduced Meal and Fee Waiver 

Application link to open the application.
b. The application can be printed, filled out, and 

return to school with your child or it can be 
filled out and turned in at registration.

c. Click Complete Step 10 Only and move on to 
the next step.

13. Click on Transportation Opt Out in the 
right-hand column.
a. Mark the box next to either Yes or No to  

answer the question.
b. Click on Complete Step 6 Only and move on 

to the next step.

14. Click on Medical Authorization Form in 
the right-hand column.
a. To view, please click on the Medical  

Authorization Form link.
b. After reviewing, click on Complete Step 7 

Only and move on to the next step.

15. If you would like to make a payment on 
your child’s account for either fees or food 
service, please click on the corresponding 
link in the right-hand column.
a. Click on the Make a Food Service Payment/

Make a Fee Payment to complete the payment.
b. One the payment is completed, click on  

Complete Step and move on to the next step.



17. Click Student/Parent Handbook  
Agreement in the right-hand column.
a. After you have found your child’s student, please 

click on the handbook to the right of the school’s 
name and review.  Handbooks can also be 
found on our school’s websites.

b. After reviewing the handbook, please type the 
date in the Date field and your name in the   
Parent Signature field.

c. Click Complete Step 11 Only and move on the 
next step.

18. Click on Physical and Immunizations in 
the right-hand column.
a. Click on the Physical and Immunizations link to 

open the document and view requirements.
 *Please note that within Family Access, you can  

 also look at the “Health Info” to find out if your 
  child is compliant with all requirements.
b. After reviewing the document, click Complete 

Step 12 Only and move on to the next step.

19. Click Additional Back to School Informa-
tion in the right-hand column.
a. Click the Additional Back to School  

Information link and review the information.
b. After reviewing, click Complete Step 13 Only 

and move on to the next step.

20. Click Complete Enrollment Verification for 
Returning Families in the right-hand column.
a. Review the required steps for enrollment.  In order 

to submit the Enrollment Verification, all required 
steps must say Completed to the right of the step.  

b. If the Submit Enrollment Verification for Returning 
Families is grey out and is unable to be clicked, 
please review your required steps in the right-hand 
column to make sure they all have a green check 
mark to the left of the link.  If steps do not have a 
green check mark, it means that Complete Step 
button has not been clicked on that particular step.  
Please click next to the missing check mark to 
complete the step.

c. Once all required steps are completed, click on  
Submit Enrollment Verification for Returning Families.
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To the parent/guardian of:

First day of school is August 16th!
(Valeska Hinton and KCSS begin on July 18th)

One hour early dismissal between 8/16 and 9/1 for all schools!

Look inside for more information!

You can also find more back to school info by visiting:
www.peoriapublicschools.org/enrollment 

¡Encuentre los documentos adjuntos en español y más 
información de regreso a la escuela visitando el sitio web arriba!

even when
school is out!
30 MINUTES DAILY (OR MORE)

4 DAYS / WEEK (MINIMUM)

A LITTLE BIT OF READING CAN PROVIDE BIG RESULTS FOR STUDENTS!

R MA RKAE BLE READERBE A

a
a

PEORIAPUBLICSCHOOLS PEORIA150

Follow Peoria Public Schools
on social media!


